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Powell

Ccdll

be extradited
despite being
a refugee’

ANC demands his prosecution

RANJENI MUNUSAMY

JOHANNESBURG — The IFP says It
does not know If Its former strongman,
Phillip Powell, 1s a political refugee.

IFP secretary-general Musa Zondl
sald yesterday that If Powell had
applled forasylum In Britaln, where he
has been Iving for the past four years,
this would not have been authorsed
by the 1FP

*He would have done so In his per-
sonal capacity. He Is not a project of
the IFP,but an Individual " Zondl saxd.

The British government declined to
comment on the matter yesterday.

The ANC Is demanding that the
natlonal prosecuting authority (NPA)
extradite Powell and charge him with
gun-running,

Powell led the NPAto astash of seven
tons of weapons In northem Kwazulu-
Natal In 1999, part of a 70-ton conslgn-
ment glventotheIFP by former Viakp-
laas commander Eugene de Kok.

The cache was blown up Immedi-
ately by the NPA and Powell left for
Britalnshortly afterwards to study.

‘The ANC stepped up the pressure on
the NPA last month to prosecute Pow-
ell after explosives were discovered In
the former Ulundileglature bullding,
Police speculated that these were part
of the amsenal passed on to Powd .

‘The NPA has claimed now that It Is
unable to act on a warrant of arrest
Issued for Powell last year.

Spokesperson Sipho Ngwema sald
the presecutingauthority had recetved
legal advice that Powell had political
refugee status.

KwaZulu-Natal premier S'bu Nde-
bele sald the provinclal government
would invoke the Promotion of Access

Husband cleared of murder charges

YAZEED KAMALIIEN

JOHANNESBURG — Pollce have dropped
a murder charge agalnst a prominent busl-
nessman accused of killing his estranged
wile, who disappeared elght months ago
Gauterg provinelal police spokespenson
Inspector Dennls Adrlao confirmed yester-
day that a charge of murder against Michael
Jacobus, 40, had been dropped In Soweto’s
Protea maglstrate’s court on Wednesday.
Howsever, he sakl Investigators remalned

convinced that Jacobus's estranged
Tereze Jacobus, 38, was dead.

Police have opened an Inquest docket
*because we are still searching for Tereaa's

Diana’s road death to
be investigated anew

PARIS — French authoritles have
launched @ new probe Into the
autopsy on the chauffeur who was
driving Dana, Princess of Wales, the
night she dled In Parls

The new Investigation comes
after his parents challenged the
conclusion that he caused the crash
because he was drunk, offickls sald
yesterday.

The Inquiry Into blood tests
conducted on Henrl Paul, the
chauffeur who died along with Diana
and her bayfdend Dodl Al-Fayed In
the crash on August 31, 1997, was
Initlated after a long batte by Paul’s
parents and Dodl’s multimillionalre
father, Mohamed Al-Fayed, to have
the blood samples re-examined.

They claim thelr son was not an
alcohollc and that the samples

to Information Act to force the NPA to
declare the terms of lIts agreement with
Powell.

He sald both the ANC and IFP were
under pressure from thelr former
combatants who were serving long
sentences In prison In relaton to
Incidents of political violence In Kwa-
Zulu-Natal.

*They want to be given acress to the
same facllity In the law to get asylum
for thelr crimes. They are ready to talk
about what they have done. They want
to know why only one person has been
glven this speclal dispensation,” Nde-
belesakd.

A press attaché at the Brtish high
commisslon In Pretorla, Nick shep-
pard, sald the British home office In
London sald yesterday that It did nct
comment on Individual cases.

*If the Individual In question, or his
or her legal representative, makes his
or her status public, the home office
can confirm It. But to protect the pri-
vacy of the Indiidual we are unable
to say whether he applied even for
asylum,” Sheppard sald.

Applications for political  asylum
In Britain are conskered under the
United Nations Refugee Conventlon
and the European Unlon Conventlon
on Human Rights. But the protection
does not extend to criminal cases

*The UK Immigration status of an
Individual Is Irrelevant In redation
to the Issulng by the South African
authoritles of an arrest warrant. Any
application forextradition from the UK
would thenbe considered on Its merlts
In the usual way,” sald Sheppard.

This means Powell could be extra-
dited still to face criminal charges for
gun-running.

body’, Adrlao sald.

He sald pollee had “circumstantial evi-
dence” linking Jacobus, a senlor executive at
alage black empowerment company, tothe

alleged murderofhis wife.

wile,

that formed the basls of the official
conclusion blaming him for the
deaths dd not come from Paul’s
body.

A French appeals coart In June
agreed that maglstrate Corlnng
Goelzmann was wrorng to dismiss
the parents’ allegations last year
without conducting an Investigation.
The court sent the case back to her
for furtheraction.

Mohamed  Al-Fayed’s  lawyer
has sent a letter o Goetzmann
demanding she recuse herself and
was comnsklering asking the appeals
court to step Inlfshe re fused, sources
close tothe case sakl.

The development marks another
twist Inthelegal battle that continues
nearly seven years after the death of
Diana. Sapa-AFP

“The forenskc lab proved that human bl ood
vas found In the boot of his wife's car, but
could not verlfy that It was her blood.”

Tereze Jacobus was last seen on December
11 when she left her Eldomdo Park home
Three days later, her friends reported her
missing. Pollce Investigators later found
blood stains In her car’s boot and a blood-
spattered cricket bat In her house. Jacobus
vas subsequently arrested, charged with
murder and released on R1,5 million ball. He

DAVID SHAPSHAK

JOHANNESBURG — The wvivuzela
will take a back seat to the djembe
drum tomormow when Vodacom
glves away 25000 of these Afrlcan
staples at Ellls Park when the Spring-
bokstake on the All Blacks.

Drum Café founder Warren ULe-
berman, whose Drumstruck theatre

vehementy dented killing his wife, malntaln-
Ing that she was altve In the Fastern Cape.
But, Adrlao sald, anextensive police search

had falled to locate her.

"We are still searching for her. We searched
a number of places and followed up every
lead we could get. We decided to withdraws
the court case because If the accused Is
acquitted, he can’t be charged again for the
same [crime]. If we find the body and more
evidence then we can’t charge him again for

murder”

yesterchy.

SA women discover
unknown husbands

PRETORIA — More than
40 South Afdcan women
have discovered that they
had been married without
thelr knowledge, the home
affairs  department  sald
yesterday.

They were among some
2000 women checking
thetr marital status on the
department’s records as
part of a campalgn to curb
the problem of women
being unknowingly mar-
rled to forelgners.

The department would
asslst  victims of such
unlons to expunge thelr
marrlages at no cost, 1t sald
Inastatement.

“We have already made

entertainment, organised by the Event Production Company, goes toget
Saturday. Pictured hereis drummes Israel Sebone.

Cell giant drums up support with rugby djembes

Adriao sakl there had been ‘only sk
or seven cases” In South Afrkca when an
accused murderer had been convicted with-
cut the victim’s bodybelng found.

SINKING
FEELING

Chinese visitors touch a wall of
ice shaped like an iceberg
during the opening of the
Titanic Experience and
Priceless Artefact Exhibition in
Shanghai. Theinteractive
exhibition of almost 300
priceless artefacts from the ill-
fated luxury lineropened

arrangements with the
department
where we are able to
de-register or expunge a
marrage without the long
process of having to go to
court, as long as the peo-
ple concerned satkfy the
requirements set out”

The department relter-
ated Its concern  about
“the spate of fraudulent
marrages or marriages of
convenlence” around the
country, particulardy In
Mpumalanga.

It urged South African
women to check that thelr
marital status was correctly
reflected on the depan-
ment’s books. Sapa

show Is heading to Broadway, will
beteaching 25 000 rugby fans how to
playthe dumand will leadthem In a
10-minute drumming sesslon before
the Tri-Natlons Test match.

I don't think there have been that
many drums In one place before,
Ueberman told THISDAY.

“The most has been five or 10
thousand In one place. As a group of

drummers, It Is probably the biggest
that has everhappened ”

Drum Cals have been opened
around the word, mestly by South
Alfrican expats who have taken the
Afrfican  drumming  phenomenon
to America, Australla, the UK and
Canada.

Drum Café troupes have per-
formed at the Queen’s galden Jubllee

B B

BOK BEAT: Drummers from the Drum Cafe rehearsed their performancegesterchy, for tomorrow’s big match between the All Blacks and the Springboks. The
er with the handing out of 25000 djembe drums by Vodacom to spectators on

P Arvay i

In London and for heads of state
Including former president Nelson
Mandela, US Presldent George W
Bush, British Prime Minkter Tony
Blalr and Australlan Prime Minister
John Homwsard.

Dvumstruck ran at the Market
Theatre earller this year, prompting
offers to take It to Broadway In New
York

UK ‘not
concerned’
about SA
passports

MARLENE BURGER

PRETORIA — South Afrlcan visltors
to Britain will not face undue scrutiny
on arrtval, desplte claims that Inter-
ratlonal terrorsts are using stolen or
lllegal passports to cover thelrtracks.

Home Affalrs Minister Noshive
Maplsa-Nqakula sald from London
yesterday she had recelved assurances
from the British government that
South African travel documents “will
contimie to be treated at face value
and the Integrity of our passports
remalns Intact’

Mapisa-Nqakula Is holding talks
with Des Brown, minister of state
In Britain’s Home Office, following
recent concerns that crime syndicates
are selling South Afrlcan passports
to members of al-Qaeda and bogus
palitical refugees. Amerlcan customs
officers have been Instructed to pay
special attentlon to International trav-
ellers entering the US from Britain,
Mexico and Camada on SA passports,
amld helghtened fears that I1slamic
extremists are planning terror attacks
In the run-up to the presidentil elec-
tonsIn Newember.

The alarm was ralsed about South
African travel documents [lling Into
the wrong hands when seveml boxes
of blank passports were selzed dur-
Ing an antl-terror rald In London In
March. More recently Pakistan! and
US Intelligence agencles have claimed
to have evid ence that al-Qaeda favours
South African passports.

The home affalrs department has
acknowledged the Involvement of
corrupt officials In the passport black
market and 1s taking steps to crack
down on theflt. Last week 39 offickls
were arrested In the Free State In con-
nectlon with passport fraud.

But Maplsa-Nqakula sald yester-
day that despite four South African
passport-holders being refused entry
to Britain lag month because thelr
documents were "suspiclous’ she had
been assured that *South Afrcans are
welcome to visit the UK However,
anyone trylng to enter Britaln under
false pretences could expect o face
the wrath of the authoritles
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